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December 24, 2024

The Honorable

OIZUMI Jun

Mayor of Hakodate

4-13 Shinonome-cho
Hakodate, Hokkaido 040-8666

Dear Mayor Oizumi:

Thank you for your letter of December 24, 2024 regarding the visit of the USNS
Howard O. Lorenzen to Hakodate. o,

Under the terms of the Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security between the
United States and Japan, the U.S. Government, through the U.S. Embassy in Tokyo,
advises the Japanese Government of the entry of U.S. Navy ships into Japanese ports.
Regarding your specific question about nuclear weapons on U.S. ships, I would like to
kindly request that you direct your inquiry to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The U.S.-Japan Alliance, with the U.S.-Japan Mutual Cooperation and Security
Treaty at its core, plays a vital role in ensuring the security and prosperity of both Japan
and the United States, as well as in enhancing regional and global peace and stability. We
are grateful for the cooperation between our two countries and sincerely appreciate your
support.

Sincerely,

fsignature/ Matthew J oo
Hafner —

Matthew J. Hafner
Acting Principal Officer
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