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Commendation

Amartya Kumar Sen was born in 1933 in Santiniketan, India. After graduating from Presidency
College, Calcutta, with a B.A. in 1953, he pursued his studies at Trinity College in Cambridge,
where he obtained a B.A. in 1955 and his Ph.D in Economics in 1959. Earlier on he was Professor of
Economics at Jadavpur University Calcutta, where he became a director of the Department of
Economics at the age of 24 in 1956, the Delhi School of Economics, the London School of
Economics, Nuffield College at the University of Oxford, and was Drummond Professor of Political
Economy of All Souls College, Oxford University. In 1988, he became Thomas W. Lamont
University Professor and Professor of Economics and Philosophy, at Harvard University. From 1997
to 2004, he was the Master of Trinity College, Cambridge. In 2004, he returned to Harvard and is
currently the Thomas W. Lamont University Professor and Professor of Economics and Philosophy.
His professional elections include President of the Econometric Society (1984), President of the

International Economic Association (1986-89), President of the Indian Economic Association (1989)

and President of the American Economic Association (1994),

Sen’s research has significantly influenced various academic areas, including Ethics and Political
philosophy developed from Normative Economics and Theory of Justice. His most remarkable
contributions to Normative Economics are the re-establishment of the indexes for the measure of
well-being in Welfare Economics and his creative innovations in social choice theory, and he was
awarded the Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences in 1998 in recognition of his outstanding work in
Welfare Economics. While he significantly expanded social choice theory founded by Dr. Kenneth
Arrow, an honorary doctorate recipient from Waseda University, he left behind the search above all
for efficiency in his studies of Economics and shifted his focus to fairness in distribution of wealth
and income, rights-based liberalism on social choice theory and developed an analytical framework
for measuring the severity of poverty and famine. Thus, he has laid the foundation of a new
approach to more humanized theoretical concepts in Welfare Economics. Seeking to improve social
welfare and find solutions to pressing economic matters, such as poverty, famine and hunger, by
applying social choice theory, he has passionately explored ways to link pure theory with public
policies. He established the Human Development Index (HDI) in the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), which has greatly contributed to official development assistance by the World

Bank and other UN organizations that aim to secure and enhance social security of people all over
the world.

Sen’s research on Normative Economics is supported by numerous theories, including theories of



freedom, of rights, and of democracy, which have been developed through systematic studies into

Ethics and Political Philosophy. He has divided the history of justice theory studies after the
establishment of the European Enlightenment philosophy into two groups. One group consists of
social contrast theory advocates, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Immanuel Kant and John Bordley Rawls.
The other is a group of justice theory formulated by Adam Smith and passed on to John Stuart Mill,
Arthur Cecil Pigou and Kenneth J. Arrow. He has supported the latter group’s justice theory that
does not seek a flawless system but aims to promote justice through comparisons of the existing
imperfect systems. His arguments have not only shaken the conventional normative economics ideas
but also created a ripple effect on the thinking of political philosophers and ethical philosophers.
Under his influence, a great number of faculty members and students at Waseda are working on

Economics, Ethics, Political Philosophy, Legal Philosophy and regional studies in pursuit of the

integration of theoretical analysis and practical measures to find solutions to global issues today. His

theories have been introduced and discussed in many classes at Waseda, which shows the enormous
impact of his scholarship.

Ten years of efforts by the Waseda faculty of Political Science and Economics have borne fruit; as a
result, Waseda has established the Department of Global Political Economy, obtained governmental
grants such as the 21st Century Center of Excellence Program and the Global COE Program, and
built the Center for Positive Political Economy as a research base. Those projects were carried out
with the mission to advance studies of Philosophy, Politics and Economics, and Sen has been
influential enough to have been set as a model economist who embodies the ideal which Waseda has
placed as the aim of its efforts from the very beginning of each project. His research has been closely
related to the educational aims of Waseda, the first academic institution that began teaching Political
Sciences and Economics in Japan, and many of Waseda’s faculty members and students have been
influenced directly or indirectly by his profound research achievements. Thus, Waseda University

expresses its profound respect and admiration for his exceptional academic contributions.

Waseda University hereby confers the degree of Honorary Doctor of Laws on Amartya Kumar Sen.

Vivat universitas scientarum! Laudate quem universitas honorabit!
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