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The port of Hakodate, used to be called “Usukeshi”, lies at the southern end of the Oshima
Peninsula, which locates at southwestern of the Hokkaido Island, and many merchant ships had
come to Hakodate port from the Japan Sea Coast to trade marine products in the past.

In 1454, Masamichi Kono built a box-shaped fort and thereafter the name “Usukeshi” was
changed to “Hakodate”, which means a box-shaped building. In 1869, the first Chinese
character of Hakodate’s name was changed to the present one.

Hakodate Port was laid the foundation for opening by such as Kahei Takadaya who had based
in Hakodate in 1810, through North Sea fishery and trading with the main island. We opened our
port in 1859 as Japan's first international trade port along with Yokohama and Nagasaki. After
that, as a custom office was established, our port has held an important position of an
international trading port.

Upgrade of Hakodate Port was started from coastal reclamation by public and private in 1801,
reclamation land was expanded to 150,000 ni to be a commercial port.

Since 1879, making a start in survey of our port, we have aggressively improved the facilities as
modern port.

Though in 1951 Hakodate Port was nominated as a Important Harbor and came to bear the
key role as a base in the sea route to connect Hokkaido and Honshu and moreover as a base port
of northern sea fisheries and shipbuilding, we became depression due to the adoption of the
200 natural mile fishery conservation zone, the decline in ship-building industry, the abolition of
the Seikan ferry caused by the opening traffic of the Seikan Tunnel and so on. Under those
circumstances, we have stared the revision of the port plan to redevelop the Hakodate port in
1991, and this plan drastically improved the function of our port, such as the completion of 14m
and 12m-depth quays at Minato-cho Wharf, the Kaigan-cho Basin and the first industrial sector
in ‘Rinko’ Road (Hakodate Portside Arterial Road), etc.

Moreover we revised the port plan in April 2005 to react the changes in social and economical
circumstances since “the bubble economy”, and also the changes in form of freight
transportation and in diversified requests from local economy. This is a plan to improve our port
to be the center of trading in Southern Hokkaido, and also decided to make up the academic
foundation for international fisheries and marines by making use of local industries, and rebuild
the waterfront area lively as a international sight-seeing city, which aiming to make our port
more vital, active and familiar.

After that, an international container sea route using Minato-cho Wharf was established in
May 2005, and the all section of Bayside Line of ‘Rinko’ Road along with the quay of Kita Wharf
reinforced against earthquakes has been also opened for public use in March 2017. In addition, a
domestic container services started in February 2019 and these events enhanced our role as a
base for industrial economy and logistics. Furthermore, Following the commencement of full
operations at the Wakamatsu Cruise Berth in 2023, the Port of Hakodate has seen a record-high
number of cruise ship calls in Hokkaido. On July 22, 2025, the Port was selected as the first port of call
for the maiden voyage of the newly built cruise ship Asuka Ill. Cruise ship calls continue to bring
vibrancy to the city, contributing to regional revitalization.
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